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THE TWENTY- SIXTH

MADRIGAL
DINNER
CONCERT
As we lift our glasses in a toast to the Christmas Season, we greet our old friends and
welcome our new ones.
Madrigal singing, brought to England from Italy in the 16th Century, was at first an
informal type of private entertainment at the castles and country homes of the landed gentry.
Frequently the lords and ladies performed the music themselves as-they sat at dinner in the
Great Hall. Naturally, during the twelve days of the Christmas Season there was much
entertaining and singing of Madrigals. Madrigal singing continued to flourish in England
and the Madrigal Society founded in 17 41 still meets regularly in Carpenters Hall, London.
Madrigals are songs written for small groups in which several voice parts are skillfully
combined so that each part is interesting and independent, both melodically and rhythmically. The first Madrigals were quite spontaneous. It wasn't until the late 16th and early 17th
Century that they were published in written form.
With each sound of trumpet fanfare you will discover Christmas as celebrated in the
ancient traditions of Merrie Olde England. We present this annual dinner for your pleasure
at the Christmas Season. As we raise our voices in a toast to the meaning of Christmas, we
wish to you and your families a season filled with joy and beauty.

This event is a cooperative effort of the Departments of Music and Theatre and the
Union & Auditorium.
The use of cameras and recorders is prohibited
An Equal Opportunity/ Affirmative Action University
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PROGRAMME
A Great and Mighty Wonder ........................ ................ Paul Feder
Text from St. Germanus (c. 634-734)
Doxology ........................ ........................ ........ Traditional
Welcome, Sweet pleasure .... . .......... . .. .................... Thomas Weelkes
Wassail Song ........................ ........................ ... English Carol
Toast ........................ ........................ ........ . English Melody
Twelve Days of Christmas ........................ .................. Traditional
Arranged expressly for ISU Madrigal Singers
'God rest ye merry gentlemen .... ........................ ....... Arr. Robert Shaw
Boar's Head Carol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . English Carol

DINNER
The songs presented during this portion of the program have been selected primarily
from the repertory of the 16th century Italian and English Madrigal Schools and their related
counterparts.
In describing the madrigal, Thomas Morley wrote in 1597 that "the parts of a Madrigal. . .go
sometimes full, sometimes very single, sometimes jumping rogether, and sometimes quite
contrarie waies (_wise), like unto the passion which they expresse, for as you schollers say that
love_is full of hopes and feares, so is the Madrigal-or lovers musicke full of diversities of
passion and ayres ... It is next unto the Motet, the most artificall (artifully contrived) and to
men of understanding most delightful."

Scaramellafalag.allo . ........................ ...... Loysetcompere (c. 1455-1518)
· The 16th Century Madrigal is an outgrowth of the frottola, a type of 15th Century
poetry and music here represented by "Scaramella." The Frottola was normally chordal-, of.
three or four parts, and had its melody in the higher voice. The musical form was simple with
short sections and a text of little consequence. The melody of "Scaramella" is carried by the
tenor proclaiming that "Scaramella is a dandy ... ."

L'alma mia donna

e bella

... .. ................. . ... Jacques Arcadelt (c. 1505-1560)

Born in Flanders but working largely in Rome, Jacques Arcadelt became one of the
foremost composers of the early and mid-16th century. His Italian Madrigals and French
chansons were, and still are, highly regarded.
The style of the Early Italian madrigal is homophonic with imitation. Its expressiveness
is restrained. ''L'alma mia donna ebella" (My lady's soul is lovely) , is typical of the early form.
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DINNER
Anima de/ cor mio ............................... . Claudio Montiverdi (1567-1643)
Taken from his fourth book of madigrals published in 1603, "Anima del cor mio" (Ah,
my love, to me most dear) is typical of Montiverdi's advanced style with respect to both
textured and musical values. The setting for five voices is somewhat reminiscent of Morenzio with its classical elegance, refinement of style, and dramatic portrayal.

ltene

omiei sospri .................................

Carlo Gesualdo (c. 1560-1613)

Gesualdo was either a genius of his day or, as expressed by many, his music reflects the
natural expression of a psychotic amateur. In any event his music is challenging and
appealing to singer and listener. "Irene d miei sospri" (Leave me, my sighs) is a five part
madrigal taken from Gesualdo's fifth book of madrigals published in 1611.

I have ere this time .. ............................ Thomas Whythorne (1528-1590)
"Thomas Whythorne is historically important because his book of secular songs
published in 1571 was the only such book known to have been issued between de Worde's
volume (1530) and Byrd's Psalms, Sonets, and Songs of Sadness and Pietie (1588). Whythorne's madrigals .... have long been held to be "barbaric." It is only recently that these
songs from the early period of the English madrigal have been performed at all."

Fair Phyllis ..... ...... ................. .. ......... . John Farmer (c. 1565-c. 1605)
John Farmer was organist at Christ's Church Cathedral in Dublin from 1595-1599, the
latter date being the time of publication of his set of sixteen four-voice madrigals and one
eight voice madrigal. "Fair Phyllis," one of the compositions in the set, is a fairly typical
English Madrigal with melody in the upper voice, strong harmony and rhythmic vitality.

Weep, 0 mine eyes .... .......... ..... . ......... . ... John Bennet (c. 1565-c. 1605)
Of Bennet's madrigals, Ravenscroft has said, "The very life of that passion (which his
music sounded) is so truly expressed, as if he [Bennet] had measured it alone by his own soul,
and invented no other harmony than his own sensible feeling in that affection did afford
him."

Have I found her ................................. Thomas Bateson (c. 1570-1630)
Bateson was not a prolific composer, publishing only two sets of madrigals, the first of
which appeared in 1604. "Have I found her" was taken from Volume II, published 14 years
later. The text, previously set by Pilkington, concerns the poet whose only wish is to be
bound to his love by her fair tresses, seemingly from a chain of pearl and gold.
We

wish you a merry Christmas .............................. Arr. Arthur Warrell
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DESSERT
Dances, songs, and carols from many lands and many times.

Psallite (Now we sing) ........................ .... Michael Praetorius (1571-1621)
Christmas song from the 16th Century
Quan vidistis pastores (Shepherd, tell your story) ........ Stefano Felis (c. 1550-c. 1603)
Christmas Motet
Cantate Domino (0 sing ye to the Lord) ................ Heinrich Schlitz (1585-1672)
16th Century Motet
Now we sing of Christmas ........................ ......... Arr. Richard Zgodava
Traditional French carol
In Bethlehem this Christmas morn .......... Jacobus Clemens non Papa (c. 1500-1556)
Early 16th century motet edited and translated by Leupold
Allon, gay Bergeres (Come joyful shepherds) .......... Guillaume Costeloy (1531-1606)
Traditional French Christmas song arranged by Haberlen
Joseph, lieber Josef Mein (Joseph, dearest Joseph mine) ... Leonart Schroter (1540-1595)
German carol arranged by McKelvey
Noel, Noel ..... ... .. ........................ ................... Therom Kirk
Contemporary Christmas song
Love came down at Christmas ........................ ........... Daniel Pinkham
Modern setting of a poem by Christina Georgina Rossetti
Sing Ye, Sing Noel ........................ ..................... Robert Wetzler
Modern Christmas song
Did Mary know? ........................ ............... Richard Harrison Smith
20th Century carol
A child is born in Bethlehem ........................ ......... Arr. Robert Hunter
From a traditional 16th Century Italian text
Patapan ........................ ................ Text by Bernard de le Monnoye
Early French carol arranged by Christiansen
The Wexford Carol ....... . ........................ ........ . Arr. Robert Wetzler
Folk carol from County Wexford, Ireland
Silent Night ........................ ........................ .... Franz Gruber

RECESSIONAL
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The MADRIGAL SINGERS
Of iLLiNOiS STATE UNIVERSITY
The Madrigal Singers of Illinois State University were founded in the Fall of 1956. Since
its organization it has become one of the most active performing organizations at the
university and has established an international reputation for tasteful and stylistic
performance.
The Madrigal Singers have appeared at numerous state, regional and national meetings
of professional music and educational conferences including, most recently, the North
Central Division of the American Choral Directors Association and the national meeting of
the Music Education National Conference.
Since 1971, the Madrigal Singers have traveled to Europe on six different occasions,
performing in most of the countries of Western Europe and on two occasions concertized in
Eastern Europe. The Singers participated in the Cork International Music and Folk Dance
Festival in the Spring of 1981 and received the Ruth Railton Prize for the "outstanding
contribution made to festival by a visiting choir or 'dance group.' "
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The MADRIGALSINGERS

Jim Crecelius
Lafayette, Ind.

Suzanne Brennan
Streator

Louise Ebert
Polo

.

-

··-

Keith Guimon
Franklin Park

Lynn Foreman
Bloomington

Eileen Flanagan
Wauwatosa, Wis.

Terry Killough
Washington
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1

.

Michael Long
Dolton

)
John Muriello
Oak Park

Kevin Payne
Menomonee Falls, Wis.

Petra Rusev
Dixon

Daniel Schuetz
Normal

Debra St. Pierre
St. Charles

Pete Tiggelaar
Palos Heights

Bob Tracey
Mt. Vernon

Kathryn Tribbey
Kankakee
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JESTER

CHAMBERLAIN

Charles Misovye
Dolton

Walter Zipay
Elgin

BRASS ENSEMBLE

Row 1 ( Left to Right): Skip McCloud, Sterling; Michael Green,
Frankfort. Row 2 (Left to Right): Brian Choben,Joliet; Scott Vignassi,
Pekin; Robert Dickinson, Joliet; Phil Hardin, Atlanta

8

SERVANTS

Row 1 (Left to Right): Dan Swallow,
Leroy; Frederick Deese, Harvey. Row 2
(Left to Right): Mary Jane Poupa, Stickney;
Kathleen Spain, Danville; Jane Gemein,
Chicago.

Left to Right: Bruce Turner, Palos Heights;
Janice Smith, Normal; Gerry Berg, Decatur.

DANCERS

Left to Right: Bonnie Lucas, Arlington Heights; Robert Erdman,
Galesburg; David Jahn, St. Charles; Linda Byrum, Wildwood
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DIRECTORS
John Ferrell joined the music faculty at Illinois State University in 1961.
Prior to that time, he taught public school music in Iowa. His Bachelor's
degree was received from Iowa Wesleyan College, his master's and Ph.D.
from the University of Iowa.
In 1962 Dr. Ferrell became director of the Madrigal Singers and in 1978
was given the responsibility of director of the Madrigal Dinner-Concer t.
In addition to his responsibilitie s with the Dinner-Conce rt, Dr. Ferrell
conducts the ISU Civic Chorale and teaches conducting and Applied Voice.
John Ferrell

Ronald Wainscott, in his first year as Theatrical Director for the
Madrigal Dinner-Concer t, is also new to ISU. He is an Assistant Professor in
the Department of Theatre where he teaches directing, theatre history and
dramatic literature.
A doctoral candidate in theatre history from Indiana University, Mr.
Wainscott has also acted in summer stock at Indiana, the Alabama Shakespeare Festival, and the Illinois Summer Repertory Festival. His directing
credits include The Serpent, Mactatio Abel, The Lesson and Creatures of
Habit for the American College Theatre Festival.
Ronald Wainscott

Herb Koerselman, Director of the Brass Ensemble, begins his eighth
year of association with the Madrigal Dinner Concerts with the 1981 season.
In addition to his teaching, he performs regularly with the BloomingtonNormal Symphony, the Ewing Brass Quintet, and as a soloist.
Prior to joining the faculty at Illinois State University in 1974, Dr.
Koerselman taught at Central Missouri State University and played professionally with the Dallas Symphony and Oregon Symphony Orchestra.
Dr. Koerselman holds a Master's degree from Indiana University and a
DMA from the University of Iowa.
Herb Koerselman

Frank Vybiral, Costumer, has designed costumes for over 70 productions, more than 25 at Illinois Sta;e University, including the Shakespeare
Festival. Mr. Vybiral's design experience also includes work with the Pacific
Conservatory of the Performing Arts in California and the Broadway production of "
Mr. Vybiral's Bachelor's degree was from the University of Nebraska
and his Master of Fine Arts degree from the University of Tex·as. Mr.
Vybiral came to Illinois State University in 1971.
Frank Vybiral
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PRODUCTION STAFF
Producer ...... ........ ........ ........ ........ ....... Christ Schwelle, Director
Union & Auditoriu m
. Cheryl Young
........
Assistant to Producer & Group Reservatio ns ........ ........
Choreogr apher ........ ........ ........ ........ ........ ........ ... Robin Frank
Costume Assistant ........ ........ ........ ........ ........ .... ...... Nelda Lux
Food Service Manager ........ ........ ........ ........ ........ Katherine Kuipers
Food Productio n Superviso r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marcia Brimm
Catering Superviso r ........ ........ ........ ........ ........ .... Mary Ichniowski
Facilities Manager .... ........ ........ ........ ........ ........ ... Tim Kearney
Assistant Facilities Manager ........ ........ ........ ........ ........ Calvin Miller
Technical Director ..... ......... ......... ... ......... ...... ...... Thom Schunk
Assistant Technical Director ........ ........ ........ ........ ...... Andy Gordon
Stage Manager ........ ........ ........ ........ ........ ...... Ruth Sowers West
........ ........ ........ ........ ...... Debbie Piper, Betty Knuckles
Box Office

RECORDINGS
Recording s by the ISU Madrigal Singers are currently available. These may be purchased in
the lobby following the performan ce or by contacting the ISU Music Departme nt.
Photograp hy by ISU Photo Services; Printing, ISU Printing Services; Publicity, ISU Public
Affairs.
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Coming to the Union Auditorium
Fun-loving musical comedy about the
infamous Texas "Chicken Ranch ," and
attempts to shut it down (portions of this
program may be offensive to some people).
Sunday,January 31, 3:00 p .m. and 8:00 p.m.
Tickets: $15 $12, $10, $9, $8; on sale now.

TEXAS

One of America's outstanding young dance
companies presenting a varied and exciting
program of modern and classical works by
North
Carolina
Ailey, Balanchine and others.
Dance Theater Tuesday, February 16, 8:00 p .m.
Tickets: $9, $7.50, $6; on sale now.

FERRANTE &TEICHER
The world's most popular duo-piano team
whose career achievements include seventeen "gold" albums present a delightful
evening of music.
Friday, March 26, 8:00 p.m.
Tickets : $10, $8, $6; on sale March 1.
Skitch Henderson conducts an orchestra
and chorus in a celebration of the beloved
music of one of America's famous Broadway composers.
Thursday, April 22, 8:00 p.m.
Tickets: $10 $8, $6; go on sale March 29.

T/ieMusicof

Richard Rodgers

Gordon MacRae, Connie Haines, the New
Ink Spots and Alvino Rey and his Orchestra
headline a nostalgic evening of the finest
music of the big band era.
Tuesday, May 4, 8:00 p.m.
Tickets: $10, $8, $6; go on sale March 29.

ENTERTAINMENT TICKETS ARE A
GREAT GIFT IDEA
Special group arrangements available. Dinner in the Union prior to each event and the
Encore Dessert Buffet afterwards make the theatre experience complete and convenient.
Box Office open, Noon-6:00 p.m., Monday-Friday (closed 12/21-1/3) (309) 436-5444.
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illinois state university

union & auditorium
A RESOURCE FOR THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY
Sales Meetings

Conferences

Club Luncheons

Conventions

A ward Banquets

Expositions

Company Dances

Executive Seminars

Ceremonial Functions

Concerts

Display Sites

Sales Sites

Wedding Receptions

Lectures

When your event deserves the finest facilities in Central Illinois, contact
the Union & Auditorium public functions staff (309) 438-2222, 8:00
a.m.-4:30 p.m., M-F (Closed December 24-January 3).

Visit the attractive 1857 Room
Luncheon Table Service Dining
Open 11 :30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Public Invited, Reservations Accepted

